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Standard 1:  
Information and 
Understanding 
 
As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, 
facts, and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated 
from oral, written, and 
electronically produced 
texts.  As speakers and 
writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, 
and transmit information. 
 

 

 
1.1      Constructing Meaning 

• Listen and read to 
acquire and connect 
information by 
drawing on prior 
knowledge and 
experience 

• Apply phonemic 
awareness and 
phonics strategies to 
identify unknown 
words 

• Develop a sight word 
vocabulary of high 
frequency words 

• Use context cues to 
uncover the meaning 
of unfamiliar 
vocabulary  

• Understand and 
follow both oral and 
print directions 

• Self-monitor while 
reading; self assess 
by asking three 
critical questions:  
“Does it look 
right?”; “Does it 
sound right?”; 
“Does it make 
sense?” 

• Use cues of 
punctuation to guide 
in attaining meaning 
and fluency from 
reading aloud. 

 
1.2      Interpreting and   
            Analyzing Information   

• Interpret information 
and facts from a 
variety of sources 
such as maps, graphs, 
charts and other 
visual sources, for 
example; pictures, 
illustrations and webs 

• Use library media 
resources and 
unfamiliar age 
appropriate text to 
collect and interpret 
data, facts and ideas. 

 
Engage in 
brainstorming activities 
to share information 
and prior knowledge. 
 
Apply known decoding 
strategies to unknown 
words. 
 
Identify word chunks 
(onsets and rimes) 
(finger framing) 
 
Identify the name and 
function of simple 
marks of punctuation. 
 
Self-correct reading 
errors. 
 
Identify words that 
sound alike – rhyme. 
 
Follow 2-3 step 
directions. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Point to the picture in a 
text and explain what is 
happening in the 
picture. 
 
Identify the reason that 
a graphic is in a book (a 
graph in a Weekly 
Reader article on 
apples);  
 
Know where to find 
books on topic of 
interest in the classroom 
and school libraries. 

 
Introduce students to 
graphic organizers to 
record and sort 
information. 
 
Teach decoding 
strategies, including 
phonetic awareness. 
 
Practice phonemic 
awareness strategies 
(blending, stretching, 
rhyming, and 
segmenting) in daily 
reading work. 
 
Help students build 
sight word vocabulary 
through use of word 
walls and word 
analysis activities. 
 
Conduct oral direction 
drills and activities 
(contextual) 
“We will get up and 
move quietly to the rug 
with our partners”. 
 
 
 
Show students how 
text works – the 
purpose for text 
features such as 
pictures and captions, 
headings and tables, a 
glossary and the index, 
chapter headings, etc. 
 
Show students how to 
locate information on 
assigned topics or 
topics of interest. 

 
What do we know 
about____?  Watch me 
write what we know in the 
K column of our K-W-L 
chart). 
 
Get your mouth ready to 
say the new word. 
 
Place your finger on the 
word that rhymes with 
swim. 

Say the words on the wall 
quickly with me. 

Show me a word that has 
two sounds. 
 
Listen carefully while I tell 
you what three things you 
will need to do next. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
“Let’s talk about the book 
– tell me about the picture. 
Let’s look at the 
information on the graph.  
Can you tell me why the 
author wrote a caption 
under the cartoon?  Do the 
words match the picture?” 
 
“Let’s take a good look 
around this room we call 
the library…” 
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1.3      Reading for Meaning 

• Use comprehension 
strategies when 
reading texts in order 
to interpret 
information 
represented in 
pictures, illustrations 
and stories 

• Read and distinguish 
between fiction and 
nonfiction texts to 
collect data, facts, 
ideas and to 
understand story line 

• Read unseen leveled 
books of many genres 
with 90% accuracy or 
better of word 
recognition with self 
correction allowed 

 
 
1.4      Text Structure 

• Acquire a variety of 
strategies using 
meaning, structure 
and visual cues 

• Read and listen to 
identity main ideas 
and supporting 
details, sequences 
and organization 
features in a variety 
of text 

 
Describe, explain and 
summarize the events in 
a story. 
 
Put events in a story in 
sequential order. 
 
Identify the differences 
(features) of a narrative 
and a non-narrative text. 
 
Read with fluency and 
understanding, applying 
known decoding 
strategies and 
monitoring 
comprehension. 

 
    

 
Identify a word:  how it 
looks; how it sounds; if 
it makes sense in 
context. 
 
Retell a story through 
pictures. 
 
Identify the cues that 
help the reader to 
understand the main 
idea. 
 
Identify the elements in 
a story frame. 

 
Model think-along and 
think aloud strategies. 
 
Teach text to self, text 
to text and text to 
world strategies. 
 
Provide many 
opportunities for oral 
reading practice.   
 
Conduct guided 
reading groups daily 
for skill and strategy 
teaching (fiction and 
non-fiction selections). 

 
 
 

Teach students to use 
all cueing systems in 
identifying words and 
word/text meaning. 
 
Model retellings. 
 
Distinguish between 
the main or most 
important idea and 
lesser story events. 
 
Provide students 
opportunity to 
sequence story events. 

 
Can you describe what the 
character is like in the 
story?  How does he act?  
What does he like to do? 
Does he remind you of 
someone you know?  
 
Let’s talk about the main 
parts of a story – the main 
idea, characters, setting, 
etc. 
 
Today, I am going to take a 
running record on your 
reading… 
 
 
 
 
Can you show me in the 
story where you learned 
about______. 
 
Can you tell me the big 
idea in 1-2 sentences? 
 
Are there any clues in the 
picture that better help you 
to understand what is 
happening in the story? 
 
Tell me the story in your 
own words. 
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1.7      Reports 

• Orally respond and 
report information 
to communicate 
understanding of the 
text 

• Gather and organize 
information in a 
clear concise 
manner both orally 
and in written form 

• Utilize appropriate 
visual aides to share 
information 

• Write (construct) 
reports, providing 
evidence of research 
that supports main 
idea 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Work in cooperative 
teams and pairs. 
 
Locate information 
from a variety of 
sources; using the 
Internet. 
 
Create visual aids to 
support presentations 
such as posters and 
dioramas. 
 
Organize materials for 
research reports. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Provide materials and 
resources for students 
to use for research 
purposes. 
 
Use “library special” to 
model and direct 
research skills in 
tandem with the school 
librarian. 
 
Engage the library 
media specialist in 
cooperative projects for 
research. 
 
Teach students to work 
in cooperative groups. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Oral presentations 
providing a written and 
illustrated report 
 
Is the information clear, 
correct and supported? 
How did you create your 
visual aid and how does it 
support your written work? 
 
 
Evidence of participation 
with partner through 
cooperative rubric and 
checklist completion. 
 
Teacher observes partners 
working cooperatively and 
records evidence of 
participation (i.e. Is an 
equal share of work being 
completed? – Does any 
student need guidance?) 
 
 
Present and support point 
of view through oral and/or 
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1.5      Fact and Opinion 

• Contribute and 
support positions and 
define them with 
examples from a 
variety of texts. 

• Distinguish between 
fantasy and reality; 
fact and fiction 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1.6     Synthesizing    
           Information 

• Locate and gather 
information from a 
variety of sources 

• Identify and 
summarize main idea 

• Compare and contrast 
information on one 
topic from two 
different sources 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Provide evidence from 
the story regarding an 
element of setting; a 
character’s behavior, 
etc. 
 
Identify in the text the 
exact location where a 
fact can be found  (The 
firetruck is red.) 
 
Cite the characteristics 
of what is real and 
what is not real or 
make-believe with 
examples from text or 
world. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Demonstrate 
familiarity with a 
variety of reference 
materials. 
 
Illustrate main idea. 
 
Use a Venn Diagram to 
compare and contrast 
information. 
 
 

 
Read to students from 
a variety of text across 
all genre. 
 
Help students to list 
characteristics of real 
and imagined; fact 
from fiction. 
 
Use graphic organizers 
to sort and classify 
information. 
 
Discuss reality in 
stories and in non-
narrative text 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Provide students with 
resource materials 
from the classroom and 
school libraries. 
 
Read several versions 
of same text (i.e. Three 
Little Pigs, Three 
Javelinas) 
 
Create charts and 
diagrams on which to 
record student input. 
 
Provide examples of a 
main idea and the 
language that test 
makers use to ask main 
idea questions: 
 
What is the story 
mostly about? 
According to the 
article? 
Why did a character 
choose a particular 
profession?  

 
Why do you think that the 
author wrote this story? 
Tell me why you think 
that. 
 
How can you prove that 
something is real or not 
real?   Provide students 
with examples to 
discuss/refute  –  
Have you ever seen a 
rabbit drive a car?  
Does it ever snow in the 
summer? 
 
Provide students with daily 
exercises to distinguish 
fact from opinion (ie.  It 
rained all morning long. (f) 
Rainy days are fun. (o)) 
   
 
What did you learn about a 
particular topic? 
 
What source did you use? 
Why did you choose that 
source?  How did the 
resource help you? 
 
Draw me a picture of what 
the story was mostly about 
and  then tell me about 
your picture. 
 
Venn Diagram:  

• Tell me what 
things you do in 
a warm climate 

• Tell me what 
things you do in 
a cold climate 

• What thing can 
you do in both 
climates? 



1.8       Point of View 
• Connect personal 

experience to new 
information from 
non-fiction text 

• Share observations, 
opinions, data and 
facts from personal 
experiences 

• Use graphics 
(posters) to 
communicate 
information from 
personal experience 

Relate text to self, both 
orally and in writing 
when responding to the 
author’s message. 
 
Engage in class 
discussions sharing 
personal background 
knowledge. 
 
Create a poster 
displaying a personal 
experience. 
 
 

 
Model think alongs and 
think alouds. 
 
Model and demonstrate 
personal experiences. 
 
Use biographies to 
illustrate the concept of 
personal experience. 

written form 
 
Relate text to self and text 
to world 
 
Has this ever happened to 
you? ( a story event) 
When, what and how? 
 
Class presentation of poster 
or visual 
 
Tell us about your poster. 
 

 

 

 
Standard 1:  Information 
and Understanding 
 
As listeners and readers, 
students will collect data, 
facts, and ideas; discover 
relationships, concepts, 
generalizations; and use 
knowledge generated from 
oral, written, and 
electronically produced 
texts.  As speakers and 
writers, they will use oral 
and written language to 
acquire, interpret, apply, 
and transmit information. 
 

 

  
1.9       Text Structure 

• State the main idea 
with supporting 
details 

• Retell stories or 
summarize 
information from 
text including all 
care elements 
(characters, setting, 
plot, etc.) or key 
ideas 

• Use graphic aids to 
organize text 
information for 
writing 
(compare/contrast; 
cause/effect) 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1.10     Supporting Evidence 

• Ask questions to 
clarify information 
and in response to 
prompts and inquiry 
(where in the story 
does it say….) 

• Gather information 
from a variety of 
sources to write a 
report (text, articles, 
internet resources) 

 
Identify and state the 
maid idea. 
 
Retell key story 
elements in 
pictures/text. 
 
Summarize main idea 
or story theme. 
 
Create story webs 
(graphic organizers) to 
organize information. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Verbally or in writing 
form response to 
specific prompts or 
story stems. 
 
Locate information 
from sources; use 
Internet, text and 
articles. 
 
Students will highlight 
responses to specific 
teacher questions. 

 
Pose story question 
during read alouds and 
guided reading that 
focus on key story 
elements. 
 
Use think alouds and 
think alongs as a 
summarization strategy. 
 
Model appropriate 
story web.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pose questions in either 
written or verbal form. 
 
Use library to model 
and teach research 
skills (librarian). 
 
Provide appropriate 
materials for reading 
and research. 

 
Retell stories orally  
 
Where could this story have 
taken place? 
 
Can you guess what time of 
year it is? 

• Who 
• What 
• When 
• Why 
• How did____? 
 

Create a story we using the 
main idea and supporting 
detail. 
 
What is the main idea? 
Support you answer from 
the story. 
 
 
Locate and highlight the 
sentence that tells how a 
character feels? 
 
Why did you choose that 
book to read? 
 
Explain use of each 
resource and when it would 
be used (i.e. looking up 
definition-you’d use a 
dictionary – looking up 
habitat – you might use the 
encyclopedia, Internet or 
non-fiction sources) 
Can you tell me where in 
the story I would find…..? 
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1.11     Process Writing 

• Use the steps of 
the writing 
process 
(brainstorming, 
drafting, revising 
and editing) to 
publication 

• Independently 
generate a variety 
of topics for 
writing across 
several narrative 
and non-narrative 
genres (personal 
narrative, poetry, 
how-to, all-
about) 

• Demonstrates 
editing skills 
such as 
proofreading and 
revision 

 
 
 
1.12    Conventions 

• Write high-
frequency words 
that appeal on the 
classroom word 
wall with 
accuracy in 
writing (applied 
spelling) 

• Use standard 
taught 
punctuation in 
their writing 
(comma, period, 
question mark, 
exclamation 
point) 

• Use resources 
(dictionary, word 
lists) to spell 
unknown words 

 

 
Participate in Writing 
Workshop daily to 
build writing skills 
and stamina. 
 
Write daily in a 
variety of genre. 
 
Identify specific 
characteristics of the 
current genre studied. 
 
Use editing 
checklists to self-
evaluate. 
 
Use information 
gleaned from 
conferences to revise, 
edit and improve 
writing. 
 
 
 
 
 
Sound spell 
unfamiliar words to 
start and use 
dictionary or other 
resource to ascertain 
correct spelling. 
 
Participate in Writing 
Workshops, journal 
writing, report 
writing etc. daily. 
 
Adhere to the 
conventions of 
written English. 
 
Use standard spelling 
and grammar in final 
or published 
products. 

 
Provide Writing Workshop 
daily to build writing skills 
and stamina. 
 
Deliver mini-lessons to 
guide student writing and 
to teach skills and 
strategies. 
 
Conference with students 
daily. 
 
Teach students revision 
strategies. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Select target words and 
provide opportunity for 
student selection of 
additional content-related 
vocabulary. 
 
Construct an effective 
word wall and teach 
students how to use the 
wall as a resource for their 
reading and writing.  
 
Provide opportunities daily 
for writing and 
conferencing. 
 
Make reference/resource 
materials available for 
student use. 
 

 
Successful participation in 
Writing Workshop; 
published writing at the 
end of each genre 
 
Everything is a “work in 
progress” until work is 
published 
 
“What words are on the 
word wall ? Let’s 
review…” 
 
Samples of published 
writing and journal work – 
held to rubric standard for 
content and conventions. 
 
Conferences – Tell about 
your writing piece 
 
 
 
What resources could you 
use to find words for your 
writing?  How would you 
use each? 
 

• Dictionary 
• Text 
• Word Walls 
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