
Q&AQ: �In what ways do you interact with students?
A: I move throughout the building in the 

course of the day, greeting students, asking 
them how their day is, making sure they have 
their IDs or seeing if they need direction. I think 
of it as “reading” them when they come in. 

You can tell a lot about a student by the way 
he or she walks in the building.

Q: �What do you like best 
about your job?

A: Establishing good relationships 
with the students and trying to be a 
positive role model in their lives. A 
couple of years ago students used 
to say to me “Ah, you’re just a hall 
monitor.” But several students 
changed their mind by the end 
of the year. One of them told 
me, “You know, I wouldn’t mind 

working for the school district. I 
wouldn’t mind being a hall monitor 
and being a positive force in 

students’ lives during their time at 
the high school.”

Q: �As a role model, what kinds of advice 
do you give to students?

A: I see students dealing with peer pressure, 
gangs and difficult home lives, and I try to tell 
them that, as tough as your situation is, you 
can change it and make it better. You have the 
opportunity to get an education, and you should 
take full advantage of it. Nobody can ever take 
your knowledge away from you. But only you 

can do what needs to be done to get that 
education. And that entails coming to school 
every day prepared, with the mindset that you 

want to learn and not hang out on the street 
with your friends. 

Q: What is your goal each day?

A: My goal is to speak to at least one student 
I didn’t speak to the day before, possibly learn 
a new student’s name and have them see me 
and maybe get comfort from knowing, well, OK, 
Mr. Cancer is in the school. Mr. Cancer works 
here. He cares that I came to school today and 
he spoke to me. If he cares about me getting 
an education, maybe I should care about 
me getting an education.

 

Word of Wisdom: “My Latin teacher, Judy Greenwood, 
would come to visit all the freshman classes at the end of the 
year to encourage students to take Latin the next fall. She loved 
teaching Latin so much that it made it an attractive course. It 
was something I never considered taking but I was drawn to 
it because of her spirit and her love of it. I think the biggest 
lesson is to follow your passions. Mrs. Greenwood was someone 
who loved what she did and continued to love it. That inspires 
students beyond anything that comes from a book.”

Carolee Carmello loves her job. It’s possible that you love her 
job, too, if you’ve seen her on Broadway. 

An award-winning actress, Carolee currently is starring as 
Donna Sheridan in the Broadway production of “Mamma Mia!”

Born and raised in Albany, Carolee moved several times as a 
student, attending School 4, School 10, School 16 and William S. 
Hackett Middle School before graduating in 1979 from Albany 
High School. In her career, she has had leading roles in numerous 
Broadway productions, including, “City of Angels,” “Falsettos,” 
“Parade,” “The Scarlet Pimpernel,” “Lestat” and “Kiss Me Kate.” 

She received Tony Award nominations for her roles in “Lestat” 
and “Parade.” However, her success on the stage would have been 
hard to predict back in 1979.

“I didn’t do any theater while I was at Albany High,” says 
Carolee. “I auditioned for one play, but didn’t get the role and that 
was the end of my high school acting career.”

After graduating from Albany High, she went to the University at 
Albany, where she majored in business administration with a minor 
in French. 

“My plan was always to be some sort of corporate CEO 
somewhere, but it didn’t work out that way,” she says.

Carolee has fond memories of her time in Albany. 
“I think the most important thing the school system did for me 

was teach me how to be a good learner,” she says. “It’s a cliché, 
but I think that is the single most important thing to take away from 
school. I’m learning things I never thought I would, like music and 
about movies and cameras and theaters. 

“I was never trained to do that, but Albany schools taught me to 
learn any subject and to absorb material in the best possible way.”
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Issac Cancer graduated from Albany 
High School in 1982. After working for 
Amtrak for many years, he came to work 
with the City School District of Albany 
at the former Sunshine School, a special 
education transitional program, in 2001. He 
worked there until moving to Albany High 
in 2006. He currently is a hall monitor, 
ensuring the safety of the staff, the students 
and the building. He also is a mentor and 
role model, building relationships that help 
lead to student success. 
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