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Wearing a purple-and-white jersey with
a new name and an old number, New Scot-
land Elementary School Principal Gregory
Jones welcomed his school back to its fa-
miliar home at 369 New Scotland Ave.

“I chose this number for a very specific
reason,” Mr. Jones said of the #19 jersey
with “New Scotland” on the front that he
wore at the school’s Jan. 6 ribbon-cutting
celebration. “This may be a new school,
but we are very proud of our tradition and
we will always remember School 19 and
what it has meant to generations of fami-
lies in this community.”

More than 400 people turned out for
the ribbon-cutting and public tour on New
Scotland Elementary’s first full day back

home (the first day was delayed two hours
by the weather Jan. 5!). The new cafeto-
rium – the former gym/auditorium – was
standing-room-only, and visitors filled the
halls and classroom for a look at the fully
updated space. 

Originally constructed in 1919 and ex-
panded in 1924 and 1950, the former Pub-
lic School 19 is the 11th school to be rebuilt
or renovated through the City School Dis-
trict of Albany’s current facilities project.

In addition to the new cafetorium, New
Scotland Elementary features a new gym
that was added on in the back of the school,
a new library/media center on the second
floor and a new main office just inside the
stately front doors. That space became

available when the Albany Public Library
chose to relocate its New Scotland branch,
which had been housed near the school’s
front entrance since the 1950s expansion.

New Scotland Elementary also features
entirely new mechanical, electrical,
plumbing, communications, security and

technology systems. Unique features in-
clude three 1,000-pound ice storage con-
tainers in the basement and 40
geoexchange wells drilled 400 feet be-
neath the play area to help cool the build-
ing more efficiently.

The majority of middle school students
in the City School District of Albany will
attend two schools next year through a
feeder system the Board of Education 
approved in February. North Albany
Academy will continue to serve students
in prekindergarten through grade 8.

Students will attend either
Stephen and Harriet Myers
Middle School off of
Whitehall Road or William S.
Hackett Middle School on
Delaware Avenue based on the
elementary school they attend
(see related stories, page 5). 

Each brand new, state-of-
the-art school will accommo-
date up to 650 students. The
board’s action followed a
months-long study of enroll-
ment options that was neces-
sary because the middle
school at Philip Livingston
Magnet Academy will close
after this school year due to
declining enrollment. 

North Albany Academy,
located on North Pearl Street,
will serve up to 150 students
in grades 6-8.

“This has been one of the
most important decisions our
school district has addressed
in recent years, and I believe
we have reached an excellent,
thoughtful conclusion that will
serve all of our students and
families well,” said Board
President Barbara Gaffuri. 

“I am grateful to our 
administration, and to the district and
community volunteers who came forward
to assist us with this work, for the great
attention to detail and the great care they
took in helping us make this decision.”
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The absolute best of the best. 
That’s how Albany Pro Musica de-

scribes the company Albany High School
senior Ariel Hellwitz is keeping these days.
She is one of 12 Capital Region singers se-
lected for the organization’s prestigious
high school apprentice program. 

“She is an incredibly talented student,”
said Albany High choral director Brendan
Hoffman.

A gifted soprano from a talented mu-
sical family, Ariel was chosen from the
most competitive applicant pool in Al-
bany Pro Musica’s history. It is the most
recent honor in a rapidly expanding re-
sume for Ariel, who didn’t take up singing
seriously until her sophomore year. 

Since then, she has made All-State
twice and spent two intensive weeks last
summer in one of the finest programs in
the eastern United States.

Yet, there was a moment during that
summer experience, at Crane Youth
Music at the State University of New York
at Potsdam, that challenged her resolve to
continue the hard work that has helped
turn her natural gift into a unique talent. 

Her first bad review. 
“She tore apart my solo,” Ariel said. “I

was thinking, ‘I’ll never sing again.’”
Understanding that singing is a subjec-

tive craft – “Everyone has a different idea
of how a voice should sound,” Ariel said –
she continued on her musical journey.

“You have to step away and say, ‘What
can I take from this experience,’” she said.

While singing is her greatest love,
Ariel’s interests are many. She plays the
flute, piano and guitar, and also enjoys lit-
erature and conservation. In the spring,
she plays rugby.

Yes, rugby!
“It’s a great challenge for anyone and I

don’t think you have to be really ‘diesel’
to play,” she said. “You just have to have
confidence.”

Ariel is considering music or literature
as a major; teaching in an urban school
district is her ultimate goal. 

She is grateful for the opportunities Al-
bany High has provided her in every as-
pect, and credits Mr. Hoffman in
particular as an inspiration. 

“To have somebody make a comment
like that, that means everything,” he said.
“That’s why we’re here, all of us, as teach-
ers. That’s the goal, to be able to pass that
feeling along and to have it continue.”

Ariel hopes for a chance to return the
favor some day.

www.albanyschools.org

Ariel Hellwitz is participating in a prestigious
apprentice program for high school singers. 

Student achievement

Hitting all the high notes

(continued on page 5)

We choose Albany public schools because ... 

‘New’ New Scotland Elementary returns home

Superintendent Eva C. Joseph, Ed.D., (center) cuts the ribbon at the New Scotland Elementary
opening ceremony with help from Board President Barbara Gaffuri (center, left) and Principal
Gregory Jones (center, right). 

Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle School opened in 2005. 

Built in 1926-27, William S. Hackett Middle School was 
completely renovated in 2007-08.
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My favorite book is “The Greatest,” the auto-
biography of three-time heavyweight champion
of the world Muhammad Ali. It chronicles Ali’s
life as a young kid from Louisville, Ky. He
began boxing at age 12 when someone stole his

new bicycle. A policeman stopped to help. Ali told him that
someone stole his bike and if he found them he was going to beat
them up. The officer asked Ali if he could fight. Ali replied no.
So the officer said that before he attempts to beat up somebody
he should learn how to fight. The officer ran a local boxing gym
and invited the angry kid to the gym, and the rest is history.

– Stephon Frost ’84, home-school 
coordinator, Arbor Hill Elementary School

I recently read “Mountains” by Semour Si-
mons. The book has many facts about the
names, places and part mountains play in nature.
I learned that lots of the mountains are very pop-
ular and many were formed by volcanoes.

Hawaii was made from underwater volcanoes. Mountains have
rigid edges and sides because of the glaciers. Mount Rushmore
is another famous mountain with the carvings of famous Amer-
icans. I would recommend this book because you learn many
facts and get to see the many different mountains in our country
and in the world.

– Allie Gardner, fourth grade, 
North Albany Academy

My favorite book is “May Bird” by Jodie
Anderson. I like the story and how the author
describes things. “May Bird” is about a 10-year-
old girl who has to save the land of the dead. I
know it sounds creepy, but by the middle of the

book you will love everything about it. You won’t care if it is a lit-
tle creepy! I love this book!

– Makenzie Garrett, seventh grade, 
William S. Hackett Middle School

My favorite book that I read recently is called
“Money Hungry” by Sharon G. Flake. I liked it
because it is what people go through in real life
today. The book is about a young girl named
Raspberry that would do just about anything to

have money. Raspberry and her mother were poor; they lived in
cars for months and would ask just about anybody for money so
they could eat and buy clothes. One day, Raspberry’s mother got
tired of asking people, so she went out and found a job. After that
they were in a two-bedroom house. Raspberry still wasn’t satis-
fied. Read the rest of the book to find out how it ends.

– Itisha Jones, eighth grade, 
Philip Livingston Magnet Academy

Many of us may be familiar with Jamie Lee
Curtis as an actress, but she is also a well-known
author of children’s books, including “I’m
Gonna Like Me,” “Today I Feel Silly” and her
most recent, “Big Words for Little People.” My

students enjoy listening to and reading her stories. Each captures
their attention as it is told through a child’s point of view and
voice. The illustrations are delightfully vibrant and depict a very
diverse group of children with ideas and issues they can relate
to. These books can also be used to construct and encourage an
atmosphere of community among our students, which is an im-
portant ingredient to a successful school year!

– Sandy Lee La, third-grade teacher, 
Thomas O’Brien Academy of Science and Technology (TOAST)

One of my favorite books is “Angels and
Demons” by Dan Brown. It is a mystery novel
that is about a secret society called the Illumi-
nati and the adventures of the protagonist,
Robert Langdon, at the Vatican. This book incor-

porates anagrams, which contributes to its unique and suspense-
ful plot. It is the prequel to the best-selling novel “Da Vinci
Code.” The “Angels and Demons” movie is coming out this
spring, which I am very excited for and I highly recommend read-
ing and/or seeing both.

– Avery Sohn, senior, 
Albany High School

One of the best books I have read so far this
year is “Of Mice and Men” by John Steinbeck.
This book addresses important issues such as
friendship, disability and sacrifice. Through
Steinbeck’s use of imagery and characterization,

the story really comes alive. This book is easy to relate to be-
cause the characters’ emotions are expressed so well. Despite the
sad ending, a glimmer of hope can still be found. I thoroughly
enjoyed “Of Mice and Men,” and I will probably read it again
someday.

– Julia Steppich, sophomore, 
Albany High School

Do you like exciting stories? Well, “The
Ghost, The White House and Me” is so cool. I
just read the most sparkling book you will ever
read because it’s about a girl whose mom turns
into the president. Then she thinks the White

House is haunted. I couldn’t stop reading it. That’s why I decided
to read it a second time. It’s just breathtaking. If you read this
book be ready to explode with enjoyment that will last forever,
I’m sure. It’s amazing and exciting. You will love this book as
much as I do, so be sure to read it.

– Nyzairia Ussery, third grade, 
New Scotland Elementary School
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How do we make up for
millions of dollars in lost
state aid during these hard
economic times? 

What is the best system for
enrolling students in our new
middle school configuration? 

Which of the important
priorities in our strategic plan
do we tackle first?

There always are difficult
decisions to be made when
you are charged with the edu-
cation and well-being of thou-

sands of children and teen-agers. This year, there are
challenges for us on every front as we continue to focus
on our future amid the worst fiscal crisis our state and na-
tion have faced in decades. 

How easy it can be to get distracted by a program’s cost
or an administrative process. 

Yet, though the bottom line may seem daunting when
it is counted in dollars and cents, there is only one bottom
line that matters to us in the end.

What is best for our students? 
That question always is front and center. It guides us and

ensures that we maintain the right focus in our planning. 
We are pleased to have arrived at a final decision on

middle school enrollment for 2009-10 (see related sto-
ries, pages 1 and 5). It was a demanding process, most
especially for the 30 volunteers on our Middle School En-
rollment Planning Committee. 

The importance of the decision before them, the infor-
mation they were required to digest and the critiques they
were required to absorb made the process trying at times.
The committee brought forward two solid options to me
and the Board of Education that were united in one goal
– to implement the most equitable system for all of our
students.

The committee never lost track of our one essential
question, nor did our administrators and the board.

The process was similar throughout our strategic plan-
ning process (see related stories, page 6). The conversa-
tions and the decisions sometimes were hard, but everyone
involved maintained a steadfast focus on our students. 

The end result was an excellent blueprint for our dis-
trict’s growth over the next 3-5 years. The strategic plan
will guide us toward the best solutions for our schools be-
cause it was developed with the right purpose in mind. 

Now we are in the middle of the most difficult budget
development process in memory. How do school districts
statewide balance grim financial realities with the duty to
educate and nurture the young people of our communities?

It is an especially difficult task for high-needs districts
like ours. 

I assure you we will make our budget decisions based
on the critical task of maintaining an environment of con-
stant improvement for our students. We will be forced to
make hard choices, but in the end we will make those
choices focused squarely on our bottom line.

What is best for our students?

Eva C. Joseph, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Students: 530   |  Teachers: 61   |   Total employees: 92

Points of distinction:
• Active Parent-Teacher-Student Association (PTSA)
• Extensive variety of after-school clubs and activities
• More than 25 percent of students actively participate 

in arts and music programs

Partnerships:

What makes our school special?
The Myers Middle School mission is to develop and sup-
port student academic achievement while fostering re-
spect, responsibility and self-empowerment. Together
with a dedicated staff, parental involvement and commu-
nity connections, the school provides a culturally diverse
learning environment that enables students to reach their
full potential. The educational program offers the same
opportunities of learning to each student, encouraging
them to pursue their personal interests and engage in the
many school activities offered. The school provides a safe
and nurturing environment, which allows students to
flourish academically and continue to develop on their in-
dividual strengths. Myers focuses on assuring high-qual-
ity instruction, offering challenging course content and
providing supports for academic excellence and personal
development. The school recognizes the importance of
working with parents, families and communities to en-
sure that students successfully meet the requirements of
middle level education while preparing them for high
school and college. 

Did you know?
Stephen and Harriet Myers lived in Albany in the 1850s
and ‘60s and published an abolitionist newspaper, The
Northern Star and Freeman’s Advocate.

Capital Education is published by the 
City School District of Albany.

Please direct comments about the newsletter,
story ideas and questions to

Ron Lesko at (518) 475-6065
or rlesko@albany.k12.ny.us.

City School District of Albany
Academy Park

Albany, New York 12207

www.albanyschools.org

Voices    Q: Tell us about your favorite bookFrom the superintendent
Keeping our focus 
in these critical times

Superintendent 
Eva C. Joseph, Ed.D.

At a Glance: Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle School
Constructed in 2005 through the City School District of Albany’s current facilities project, Myers Middle School is a
modern three-story, 140,000-square foot facility. The school’s name proudly honors the leaders of the local branch of
the Underground Railroad, which played an important role in assisting thousands of African-Americans to freedom in
the mid-1800s.
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• Big Brothers/Big Sisters 

• Capital Leaders

• Delta Sigma Theta 
Society Inc.

• Engineers for the Future 

• General Electric 

• Habitat for Humanity

• Lego Robotics 
Engineering Academy 

• National Urban Alliance
for Effective Education

• New Netherland 
Museum–Halfmoon ship 

• NYS Department of
Health 

• Pathways to Engineering
programs

• Police Athletic League
(PAL) 

• Rensselaer Polytechnic
Institute 

• Siena College

• Skidmore College 

• Teachers College, 
Columbia University

• Temple Israel

• Underground Railroad-
Myers House
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No step is more important to a child’s ed-
ucation than the first one.

Establishing a solid foundation for
young children is vital in shaping the criti-
cal first years of the school experience – an
experience that will last a lifetime. 

The City School District of Albany of-
fers excellent full-day prekindergarten and
kindergarten programs to provide students
and families with an array of quality op-
tions for these critical first steps. 

The district’s pre-K and K programs en-
sure that children build the skills, confi-
dence and relationships they need to begin
a lifetime of learning. 

“Our goal is to create confident and ex-
cited learners whose enjoyment for school
spills into their next and future years in
school,” said Melissa Hasty, the district’s
early childhood coordinator.

Prekindergarten
In pre-K, work is play and play is work. 
The district offers 622 total pre-K seats

in all 12 of its elementary schools and at 10
off-site locations throughout Albany. 

Classes have no more than 18 children to
ensure that each receives the individualized
attention that makes the pre-K experience
meaningful. The program is based on activ-
ities that will nurture this enthusiasm in a
safe and caring environment. 

“Prekindergarten is all about nurturing
and supporting young learners so that they
know daily successes,” said Tamara Arm-
strong, a pre-K teacher at Eagle Point Ele-
mentary School. 

Kindergarten
The district’s kindergarten program

builds an educational foundation on the ex-
pectation and wonder that fill children at
this age.

“Kindergarten students take chances that
they have never taken before in a school set-
ting – to experience and explore their
worlds,” said Sheridan Preparatory Acad-
emy kindergarten teacher Melissa Hunt.
“They develop friendships and flourish in
an environment that is safe and predictable.”

The district’s kindergarten curriculum fo-
cuses on these areas: English language arts;
math, science and technology; social stud-
ies; the arts; and social and personal devel-
opment. 

For additional information about the 
district’s pre-K and K programs, visit our
Pre-Registration Blast for Pre-K and
Kindergarten on Saturday, March 28 from
11 a.m.-1 p.m. at Schuyler Achievement
Academy, 676 Clinton Ave. 

You also can call the Office of Central
Registration at (518) 462-7207 or visit us
online at www.albanyschools.org.

Beginning a journey, building a foundation

Full-day pre-K and kindergarten programs
start children off on the right foot

What do I need to register for pre-K or K?
Here is what you’ll need to register your child for full-day prekindergarten or
kindergarten for the 2009-10 school year. Registration begins Monday, March 30.

• Proof of birth
• Official immunization records
• Two proofs of residency (see below)
• Custody papers, if applicable

Proof of residency must include the name and address of the parent or guardian,
and must be dated within 30 days prior to registration. Items accepted as proof
of residency (two are required):

• Telephone bill or “welcome letter” from telephone company
• Utility bill (gas, electric, etc.)
• Cable TV installation receipt
• Furniture rental agreement
• Auto insurance policy
• Original lease agreement (acceptable only from an apartment complex 

or real estate company)
•Valid NYS Driver License
•Payroll check dated within the two weeks prior to registration

Unacceptable items:
• U.S. mail
• Bank or credit card records
• Property tax deed
• Tax bills
• Any proof older than 30 days
• Rent receipts

All students must be registered at the Office of Central Registration, located in the Sun-
shine Building in Lincoln Park. The office is open weekdays from 8:30 a.m. through 4 p.m.
For more information, call (518) 462-7207.

Save the dates!
Enrollment dates for prekindergarten and kindergarten will be
earlier than ever this year so families can make these impor-
tant decisions as early as possible.

• Saturday, March 28
Pre-Registration Blast for Pre-K and Kindergarten
11 a.m.-1 p.m. 
Philip Schuyler Achievement Academy, 676 Clinton Ave.

• Monday, March 30
Pre-K and K registration begins
All students must be registered at the Office of Central 
Registration, located in the Sunshine Building in Lincoln
Park (see related story, this page, for information about 
what you will need to register).

The Pre-Registration Blast for Pre-K and Kindergarten
is sponsored by the Albany Public Teachers Association and 
supported by New York State United Teachers. The event will 
provide families with a wide range of information about pre-K
and K programs throughout the district. 

The fair also will provide information about registration, and
special services and resources available to Albany families.
Lunch will be provided free for all attendees. 

We hope to see you there!

Would you like your child to be bilingual
– to be able to read, write and speak in two
languages? 

We invite you to come explore the Dual
Language Program at Delaware Commu-
nity School. A language-immersion pro-
gram in Spanish and English, the program
is open to students from prekindergarten
through grade 5. 

Like the City School District of Albany’s
three magnet elementary schools, the Dual
Language Program is available to children
from all over the city. Class sizes are lim-

ited. Registration begins Monday, March 30
during prekindergarten and kindergarten
registration at the Office of Central Regis-
tration in Lincoln Park. 

We also invite you to an Open House on
Wednesday, March 4 from 5:30-7 p.m. at
Delaware Community School, 43 Bertha
St., to meet the faculty and learn more
about the program. 

For more information, visit
www.albanyschools.org or call Delaware
Community School Interim Principal Gary
Beadnell at 475-6750.

¡Se habla español!
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Strategic plan charts a course 
for district’s future

The City School District of Albany
Board of Education unanimously approved
a comprehensive strategic plan in Novem-
ber that will guide the district’s growth and
progress in the years ahead.

The board’s approval capped a year-long
process that involved more than 70 volunteers
from the school district and community. 

The strategic plan will guide the devel-
opment of all aspects of district operations,
including curriculum, academic programs,
instruction, communication, hiring, facili-
ties and extracurricular activities.

The district already has begun the impor-
tant work of prioritizing the work outlined by
the seven action teams, 38 specific projects
as sweeping as redesigning all aspects of Al-
bany High School and as focused as estab-
lishing a new phone line to make information

more accessible to the community.
“We are very appreciative of the thor-

ough work our Strategic Planning Team and
the members of our seven action teams have
done to position the district for continued
progress in the years to come,” said Super-
intendent Eva C. Joseph, Ed.D. “Building
on our strengths and addressing our chal-
lenges head-on, we recognize that there is
much we need to accomplish.

“We look forward to working together
with our community to achieve these im-
portant goals.”

Implementation
The district implementation schedule

takes into account a number of factors as it
prioritizes the 38 action steps developed
during the year-long process.

The schedule takes into account several

criteria. It considers each action step’s role
in improving student achievement, the ur-
gency and manageability of each step,
available or anticipated resources, and con-
gruence with ongoing work. 

The schedule identifies strategies and ac-
tion steps to be implemented over the next
five years, identifies resources allocated to

the plan and identifies the manager and staff
that will be assigned to plan the implementa-
tion timeline and completion of each step.

Following are the 38 result statements
developed by the seven action teams. Visit
www.albanyschools.org to read the full ac-
tion plans or to download the district’s full
comprehensive strategic plan.

STRATEGY 1
We will design and implement a more effective way to

engage parents and families in the education of their chil-
dren at home and at school.
Result statements
1.1 Create a standard elementary orientation program, cus-

tomized at each school site, in collaboration with par-
ents and community, to help parents and families
contribute to student success in school.

1.2 Provide information and training for families about
how to help students at home with homework and other
curriculum-related activities.

1.3 Involve parents in school governance, ensuring that par-
ents and families of a diverse nature such as socio-eco-
nomic, race, special needs and English language learners
are represented on district and school-wide planning
committees and shared decision-making bodies.

1.4 Orient and connect parents and families to available
key services and resources to empower them to be ac-
tive participants in their children’s education.

1.5 Design, in coordination with the City Council PTA or
other agencies, a quality program framework and im-
plementation strategy for effective volunteerism in our
schools.

1.6 Provide modules of study to teachers and parents 
in school-based forums to foster and improve com-
munication skills to support effective parent-teacher
collaboration.

1.7 Implement effective forms of one-way/two-way com-
munication about children’s progress, including report
cards, progress or interim reports and biweekly updates
(at the elementary level).

STRATEGY 2
We will ensure the emotional and physical safety and

well being of our students in collaboration with commu-
nity and family partners.
Result statements
2.1 Provide a school-based district-wide professional de-

velopment for all school staff to respond constructively
to unproductive, off-task behavior of students, helping
all feel emotionally and physically safe.

2.2 Provide a school-based safety program on a quarterly
basis that reinforces personal responsibility and team-
work through a variety of techniques (such as movies, in-
vited guest speakers, field trips to law enforcement, etc.)

2.3 Create a think tank to evaluate how our existing alter-
native educational programs are doing and research
new innovative ideas.

2.4 Conduct a two-day summer orientation program for
students transitioning to a new school that instills
team-building and cooperation needed to succeed.

2.5 Create an accountability system that ensures all pro-
grams geared to ensuring the emotional and physical
safety and well-being of our students are being imple-
mented throughout our schools.

STRATEGY 3
We will assess and redesign all aspects of the high school

with the community to ensure academic rigor and high-
level student performance.

Result statements
3.1 Develop, design and implement a formal advi-

sory/mentorship program to be built into all student
schedules to foster true and positive relationships be-
tween students and faculty.

3.2 Create smaller learning communities for all Albany
High School students.

3.3 Redesign the high school facility to support the cre-
ation of smaller learning communities.

3.4 Provide mandatory professional training development
for all administrators, teachers and paraprofessionals
that will help them work with economically and cul-
turally diverse students to ensure academic rigor and
higher-level student performance.

3.5 Implement a series of programs to inform, engage and
increase participation of all students to enroll in and
pass at least one advanced course of study prior to
graduation.

3.6 Create a full service community resource center to pro-
vide parents/guardians with opportunities to interact
with staff, to become familiar with program and curric-
ular requirements for graduation and to partici-
pate/support their child in achieving success.

STRATEGY 4
We will improve education in grades 6-8 in partnership

with our community to address academic rigor and the dis-
parity in academic achievement.
Result statements
4.1 Implement an annual middle school orientation pro-

gram for all parents and students.
4.2 Create a comprehensive middle school mentoring pro-

gram in collaboration with community partners, staff
and students.

4.3 Identify the needs of at-risk middle school students and
make resources available to address these needs.

4.4 Offer enrichment opportunities for all middle school
students.

4.5 To address enrollment and ensure academic success,
transition the middle school programs to two 6-8 mid-
dle schools and one PK-8, and evaluate other options in
collaboration with parents and community members to
address any excess enrollment.

STRATEGY 5
We will develop and implement more effective commu-

nications, ensuring input from all district stakeholders
about matters affecting the well-being of our students.
Result statements
5.1 Research and develop outreach and communication ef-

forts to more effectively reach all families and commu-
nities, taking into account how messages are shaped
and received.

5.2 Develop an annual communication blueprint to guide
efforts at the district, building and classroom levels to
provide greater integration and enhance clarity and ac-
cess to information.

5.3 Support the establishment of a newsletter in each build-
ing of at least monthly frequency during the school year.

5.4 Implement a weekly or biweekly TV show featuring a
variety of constituents to communicate the work and
importance of public education in Albany.

5.5 Create public engagement models, including meeting
and hearing to ensure that public input on major deci-
sions is heard and processed.

5.6 Establish an informational phone line to provide access
to information 24 hours a day.

STRATEGY 6
We will use all assessment data to drive academically

rigorous instruction, PK-12, to improve the performance of
every student.
Result statements
6.1 Provide school-level and district-wide training for

building and district administrators, teachers and in-
structional support staff in the use and application of a
variety of assessment to target instruction that will pro-
mote students’ academic success.

6.2 Provide a series of trainings and information (written,
face-to-face, Web-based) to support parents, students,
family, community members and other stakeholders in
their efforts to read, understand and interpret student,
building and district reports presented in a variety of
formats (SED report cards, student ISR, etc.).

6.3 Develop a data warehouse system that allows for the
collection of individual student assessment and other
pertinent data points (i.e., absenteeism, mobility, num-
ber of elementary schools attended, services provided,
etc.), which can be accessed by teachers, administra-
tors and staff for the purpose of making informed ac-
ademic program decisions.

6.4 Develop a program evaluation tool (template) that can
be applied to existing programs that would assist in es-
tablishing programmatic benchmarks that determine
the success of the program. This tool must use both
student and program expense data to help inform de-
cision making for future programming.

STRATEGY 7
We will develop a variety of ways for ensuring every

student’s access to all school education and extracurricu-
lar activities.
Result statements
7.1 Design a Personalized Educational Plan (PEP) format

that will be used for each student that drives and sup-
ports academic rigor and high-level performance.

7.2 Develop a plan to implement and monitor pilot to inte-
grate Personalized Education Plans into the City
School District of Albany.

7.3 Develop a Community and School Resource Guide to
be used in support of the implementation of Personal-
ized Education Plans.

7.4 Standardize and publicize in a guide requirements for
class and program placements in clear and concise lay-
man’s terms.

7.5 Provide professional development training to all teach-
ers, guidance counselors and support staff on the con-
cept of vertical integration that will work with
economically and culturally diverse students to ensure
academic rigor and high-level performance.

The City School District of Albany’s 
Mission Statement:

The mission of the City School District of Albany is to 
educate and nurture all students to be responsible citizens,
critical thinkers and lifelong learners to successfully com-
pete in the global community by providing an academically
rigorous and safe environment in partnership with parents,
students and the community.
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Middle school enrollment
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The board also approved half-mile
neighborhood enrollment zones for Hack-
ett, Myers and Livingston. 

Students living within that distance of
Hackett or Myers will have the option of at-
tending the closer school. Families living
within a half-mile of Livingston will have
the option of choosing either Hackett or
Myers. 

Additionally, students in grades 6-7 at
Livingston this year also will be able to
choose Hackett or Myers for 2009-10. 

For additional details about the choice
options for Livingston families, please call
the Office of Central Registration at (518)
462-7207 or visit www.albanyschools.org.

The transition to two main middle
schools is happening because Livingston’s
enrollment has shrunk dramatically in re-
cent years. Once enrolling more than 800
students, Livingston serves about 250 this
school year. 

A 30-member committee made up of
district and community volunteers met for
several months during the fall and winter to
research enrollment options. 

Assistant Superintendent for Secondary
Education Tresa Diggs, Ed.D., led the Mid-
dle School Enrollment Planning Commit-
tee, along with Assistant Director of Special
Education Michele Bridgewater and New
Scotland Elementary School Principal Gre-
gory Jones. 

“Dr. Diggs, Ms. Bridgewater and Mr.
Jones provided exceptional leadership and
guidance during this process,” said Superin-
tendent Eva C. Joseph, Ed.D. “I also would
like to thank the committee members for
their dedication to this extremely important
undertaking for our school district and our
community. Their careful study of this com-
plex issue has been a tremendous benefit to
our children and families.”

The committee focused on two primary
options – the feeder system, and a random
school assignment system in which stu-

dents would be assigned to Hackett and
Myers through an annual, random, com-
puter-generated process.

The committee presented the two options
to the board Dec. 2, then held six public fo-
rums in early January to provide informa-
tion to the community and gather feedback.
After receiving an update on the community
input at its Jan. 15 meeting, the board voted
in favor of the feeder system and neighbor-
hood zones at its Feb. 3 meeting.

The board approved the feeder group-
ings Feb. 12.

Myers, Hackett and North Albany each
have been part of the district’s current facil-
ities project for elementary and middle
schools. 

Myers is a completely new facility that
opened in September 2005. Hackett (Sep-
tember 2008) and North Albany (Septem-
ber 2005) both were completely renovated.
As a result, all students in grades 6-8 will
have the opportunity to access state-of-the-
art school buildings beginning next fall.

William S. Hackett Middle School
45 Delaware Avenue
475-6475

Constructed in 1926-27 and named in honor of
Albany’s 67th mayor, William S. Hackett Middle
School was completely updated in 2007-08. 

The restored and renovated building combines
many of architect Marcus T. Reynolds’ original de-
sign elements – exquisite marble, ornate plaster-
work and a stained-glass skylight above the
majestic central staircase – with complete upgrades
to the mechanical infrastructure and the academic
wings on each floor. 

The result is a state-of-the-art learning environ-
ment that preserves important pieces of Albany’s his-
tory while providing an outstanding educational facility for students in grades 6-8.

Stephen and Harriet Myers 
Middle School
100 Elbel Court
475-6425

Opened in 2005, Stephen and Harriet Myers
Middle School is a modern three-story, 140,000-
square-foot facility. 

The school proudly honors the leaders of the
local branch of the Underground Railroad, which
played an important role in assisting thousands of
African-Americans to freedom in the mid-1800s.
Stephen and Harriet Myers also published an abo-
litionist newspaper, The Northern Star and Free-
man’s Advocate.

North Albany Academy
570 North Pearl Street
475-6800

The former Public School 20 is the City School
District of Albany’s only school serving students in
prekindergarten through grade 8. 

Renovated in 2004-05 as part of the district’s on-
going facilities project for elementary and middle
schools, North Albany Academy enjoys a unique
partnership with the adjoining North Albany
YMCA, which provides the school’s students ac-
cess to a pool, gym, track and a branch of the Al-
bany Public Library.

As a PK-8 public school, it is only natural that
staff members get to know students and families
well and strengthen these bonds over time. North
Albany has monthly “family” activities that are informative as well as social, bringing
together parents, faculty, students and alumni, and instilling pride in both the school 
and community.

2009-10 non-public transportation deadline
New York state education law requires that parents residing within the bound-
aries of the City School District of Albany whose children will attend a non-public
school in the City of Albany in 2009-10 submit a written request for transportation
to the district by April 1. 

For students who move into the city after the April 1 deadline, parents must sub-
mit a written request for transportation within 30 days after establishing residency.

In order to qualify for transportation students must meet the requirements under
the district’s Transportation Policy. Requests should be mailed to:

Joseph Verrigni
Director of Transportation
City School District of Albany
830 S. Pearl Street
Albany, NY 12202

The purpose of this deadline is to enable districts to budget funds and make nec-
essary arrangements to provide reasonable and economical transportation. This ap-
plies to students who will attend private, parochial and charter schools. 

Albany public school students who will be attending a public school in 2009-10 will
receive a transportation application in May. 

For more information, contact the Transportation Department at 462-7320.

The City School District of Albany has an obligation to evaluate students with suspected
disabilities who reside in the district and attend our schools to determine their eligibility
and need for special education and other special accommodations to benefit from and
access the educational services and programs it offers. 

If you believe your child has a disability that requires special education or special ac-
commodations to benefit from our academic programs and/or access school-sponsored
activities, we encourage you to contact your child’s building principal or the director of
special education at 462-7217 to discuss whether your child should be referred to the
Committee on Special Education or the 504 Team for a full evaluation.   

For students with suspected disabilities who attend non-public schools located within
the boundaries of the City School District of Albany, parents may refer their child by
writing to our Committee on Special Education to request an evaluation to determine
eligibility and need for special education.  For a student found eligible prior to April
1, a parent may request special education services to commence that year within 30
days of such determination. 

For the 2009-10 school year, for students who are state residents, who were previously
identified disabled and found eligible for special education under state regulations, (not
students identified under 504) parents who plan to enroll their child in a non-public
school located within the district must provide to the Committee on Special Education a
written request for such services no later than June 1. In such cases, we urge you to pro-
vide your request as soon as you know your plans to enable us to work with you and de-
velop your child’s plan early. 

The district’s Committee on Special Education will develop an Individual Education Serv-
ice Plan (IESP) for students with disabilities attending non-public schools in Albany. An
IESP is developed in the same manner and includes the same contents as an Individual
Education Plan (IEP).

Feel free to contact the Special Education Department at 462-7217 if you have 
any questions.

Information for parents of 
students with disabilities

(continued from page 1)

Feeder schools for 
Hackett Middle School
• Arbor Hill Elementary School

• Delaware Community School

• Eagle Point Elementary School

• New Scotland Elementary School

• Thomas O’Brien Academy of Science
and Technology (TOAST)

Feeder schools for 
Myers Middle School
• Albany School of Humanities (ASH)

• Giffen Memorial Elementary School

• Montessori Magnet School

• Pine Hills Elementary School

• Schuyler Achievement Academy

• Sheridan Preparatory Academy
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INAUGURATION DAY

Students throughout the City School
District of Albany participated in a wide
range of activities to mark the inaugura-
tion of Barack Obama as America’s 44th
president and the nation’s first African-
American president.

The events included all-school assem-
blies, inaugural galas, student presentations

and performances, a mural dedicated to the
incoming president’s children and a service
project in honor of the presidential puppy. 

Schools throughout the district televised
the inauguration ceremony live, and local
and national media visited Albany’s public
schools to cover the events, making the
voices of the district’s teachers and students

heard throughout the Capital Region, across
the country and around the world. 

“The presidential inauguration offered
many teachable moments, both historically
and socially,” said Bryan Cartwright, the
district’s social studies instructional super-
visor. “Often, we learn history in terms of
the past. Yet, through the use of live broad-

casts, our schools made sure that the inau-
guration of our nation’s first African-Amer-
ican president was witnessed as it unfolded,
literally right in front of us. 

“Our students will remember where they
were when this event happened.”

Teaching history as it happened

Students across the district learned from President Obama’s historic victory

Shanquell Melton and Patrick Ghyll portray Michelle

and Barack Obama at Pine Hills Elementary School.

Students watch the inauguration at Delaware 

Community School.

Watching the big day’s events during the inauguration

luncheon at Pine Hills Elementary School. 

Eighth-grader
Sanaya Arrington’s
poem about President
Obama was part of
the celebration at
Philip Livingston
Magnet Academy.

Montessori Magnet School fifth-grader Andrew
Kosinksi reads the morning announcements
during the school's Inauguration Day assembly
while Principal Kenneth Lein looks on.

Shanquell

Melton shows off

the message of the

day at Pine Hills

Elementary

School.

Juliette Geraghty and Mitchell Ringwald were the
presidents in Jodi Commerford’s third-grade class
at New Scotland Elementary School.

Giffen Memorial Elementary School’s celebration in-
cluded a parade of states – here, Louisiana.

Eagle Point Elementary School student Lauren Wiley
portrays Lady Liberty during the school’s assembly.

Agija VanDerweil’s first-grade class at North Albany
Academy received books about the new president
through a Donors Choose grant.

William S. Hackett Middle School eighth-
grader Jennay Jones participates in theschool’s assembly.

An All-American lineup at Eagle Point ElementarySchool!

William S. Hackett Middle School sixth-graderKatherine Sharp reads her award-winning essay on freedom.

The event gave Eagle Point Elementary School students a
chance to share their dreams.

Pine Hills Elementary School’s Barack Obamas –

Patrick Ghyll, Perriel Rich and LaQuan Ward. 
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Check us out online!
We have created an Online News Center at www.albanyschools.org to

provide you as much news as possible about the great people and programs
of the City School District of Albany. Visit our home page and click the Online
News Center/Photo Gallery link in the right-hand column to read more about
any of these stories and additional articles, including:

• Academy of Engineering new next fall
• ASH recycling makes an impact
• Distance learning course at Albany High
• Elks contest lets freedom ring
• Giffen students help fight hunger
• ‘Kids of the Week’ at ASH, Myers
• Making a difference at Albany High
• Montessori hosts Russian educators
• Talking with Tonko at North Albany
• The ‘bear’ facts about geography

You also can check out our District News section!

North Albany Academy’s “Mindstorm Maniacs” celebrate their outstand-
ing performance at this year’s robotics tournament at RPI.

‘Maniacs’ excel at robotics event

North Albany Academy’s “Mindstorm Maniacs” turned in an 
outstanding second-place performance in the fourth annual FIRST
LEGO League Tech Valley Challenge at RPI. 

Coached by Kevin Allen and Mike Lai, North Albany’s robotics
team took home three awards, more than any of its competitors in
the 24-team field of middle schoolers from the Capital Region and
Vermont. North Albany took third place for Consistency and second
place for Design in addition to finishing second in overall points. 

“Hats off to our team,” said Principal Dale Getto. “The team was
terrific, as were our ‘cheerleaders’ at the event. We missed first place
by a very slim margin and we are so proud of our students and their
great coaches, Mr. Allen and Mr. Lai.”

Michelle Paige Paterson (left) visited Myers Middle School in February to
promote her “Healthy Steps to Albany” fitness initiative.

NYS first lady visits Albany schools

Some of the first steps New York State First Lady Michelle Paige
Paterson took in her new health and wellness initiative for children
were in Albany’s public schools. 

Mrs. Paterson visited William S. Hackett Middle School in the fall
to discuss her “Healthy Steps to Albany” initiative. She returned 
in February to promote the program during visits to North Albany
Academy and Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle School.

“We, as parents, educators and community leaders, must promote
healthy activity, eating and living so that our children can lead long,
healthy and active lives,” she said. 

Throughout the spring, students will use the “Healthy Steps” Web
site to convert various exercises into steps. Class teams across the
state will compete for a chance to attend a luncheon hosted by 
Gov. David Paterson and Mrs. Paterson, and other prizes. 
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Hackett teacher ‘changing minds’
Valarie Karas and her seventh-grade students

at William S. Hackett Middle School have a lot
to say. About their school, about their city, about
their world and about themselves. 

Now they have a forum: “Changing Minds,” 
a blog Mrs. Karas created last summer at 
TimesUnion.com (check it out at http://blogs.
timesunion.com/changingminds).

Mrs. Karas, an English language arts teacher,
wants to give people a chance to see what stu-
dents in Albany’s public schools are really like. 

“What I wanted is for the kids to be empow-
ered by it and for people to see the truth in what
goes on in our classrooms, and that has hap-
pened,” she said. 

Mrs. Karas posts several entries a week on a
wide range of topics, and regularly includes her
students’ work. They have received feedback
from across the city and region, and around the

world. Her students appreciate that people are listening.
“It’s very cool and it’s very fun getting to be a part of it,” said student Sean Logue. “The blog has no

doubt been one of the best things so far in school, one of the things that makes Hackett very unique.”

Albany High students learn leadership skills
Four Albany High School students have been selected for prestigious leadership programs. 
Maya Carrasquillo, Danyel Matthews and Clinton Mathai attended the annual Youth Leadership Training

Conference in Orlando, Fla., in January. All three were members of the Albany Police Athletic League’s
Youth Leadership Council and were nominated by their peers to attend.

Senior Carlos Saavedra was selected to participate in the Puerto Rican/Hispanic Youth Leadership 
Training Series from Jan. 14 through April 1. 

The program includes three hours of training each week and Carlos also will be eligible to be chosen 
to participate in the 2009 Angelo Del Toro Puerto Rican Hispanic Youth Leadership Institute, to be held in
Albany later in April.  

Learning in bloom at Giffen For the third straight year, Jacquelina Johnson’s
second-grade class at Giffen Memorial Elemen-
tary School is participating in an international 
science project involving tulips.  

Ms. Johnson’s students planted tulip bulbs in
November after recording observations about the
bulbs in their personal Tulip Journals. During the
winter, they are making predictions on when their
bulbs will emerge and bloom, giving them one
more reason to look forward to spring!  

Students then will observe when the tulips
bloom and how long they live, recording and post-
ing the data on the Internet. Viewing the results in
a broader, global context, students will use the data
to investigate and make inferences about the rela-
tionships between geography, temperature and the
arrival of spring. 

The students also will take one bulb home to
plant in their neighborhoods.

Keeping it moving behind the scenes
While many people were enjoying time off over December’s holiday vacation, the Buildings and Grounds

staff was hard at work helping New Scotland Elementary School move back home (see related story, page 1).
And that really was a vacation compared to the way Buildings and Grounds, led by Director Anthony R.

Catalfamo, spent last year’s summer break!
There were 10 moving projects in seven exhausting weeks last summer to keep the district’s ongoing 

facilities project on track. 
Crews moved things in, out and around at Albany School of Humanities (ASH), Arbor Hill Elementary

School, Giffen Memorial Elementary School, Harriet Gibbons High School, Philip Livingston Magnet
Academy, swing space at the former Schuyler Elementary School, Stephen and Harriet Myers Middle
School, Thomas O’Brien Academy of Science and Technology (TOAST) and William S. Hackett Middle
School. 

There was asbestos training in the midst of it all. Construction and renovation in the Albany High School
cafeteria and at Abrookin Vocational-Technical Center also stayed on track, while 65,000 square feet of
outdoor benches at Albany High got a fresh coat of paint!

Eagle Point Caldecott club
The students in Eagle Point Elementary School’s Caldecott Book Club didn’t pick the winner in 

this year’s prestigious national competition for children’s illustrators, but they had a lot of fun trying!
Reading teacher Jennifer Carey Fusco organized the club to emulate the Caldecott Book Award, 

chosen annually by the American Library Association. 
The students learned about the history of the award and the man it is named after, 19th-century 

English illustrator Randolph Caldecott. They also learned how to evaluate illustrations according to ALA
guidelines, and they discussed parts of books (double-page spreads, gutters, etc.) as well as the different
mediums used by illustrators, such as watercolors, acrylics, colored pencils and pastels.

Eagle Point’s club picked “Old Bear” as its winner and “In a Blue Room” as the runner-up. The ALA
selected “House in the Night” as this year’s winner. 

Albany City Gardener Judy Stacey shows tulip bulbs to Gif-
fen students before they planted them in the fall.

Valarie Karas takes readers into her Hackett Middle School
classroom through her Times Union blog, “Changing Minds.”
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Shawn Hamlin ’85

Alumni achievement

Shawn Hamlin ’85 – 
Building blocks for success

Leading the way
Meet Jeremy Dudley
Fifth-grade teacher, Giffen Memorial Elementary School

Q: How did you get started as a hip-hop performer?
A: I had an aunt who used to listen to hip-hop when I was young.
We used to ride in her car and it was always on. She let me borrow
some tapes and I was hooked. I’m sure I was drawn to the rhythms,
not only the music but also the voice, the cadence. My friends and I
used to write verses in high school, but it wasn’t until college that I

really started writing songs with messages.  

Q: How do you incorporate your music in the 
classroom?
A: I try to use rhythm and repetition to help the stu-
dents remember different things that we’re working
on, but I’m not rapping with the kids everyday. It defi-
nitely does a lot for our relationship. A lot of them live
hip-hop culture. Since I listen to and write my own
music, it gives us something we can relate to. I’m
also currently working on publishing songs that are
content-based and can be used in classrooms.   

Q: How does your passion for your music make
you a better teacher?
A: My passion for music gives me another avenue
to reach my students. It goes beyond having a few
songs to help memorize facts. Having a common
interest in hip-hop definitely leads to real-world dis-

cussions about things that are relevant to my stu-
dents. What do you see when you watch TV? Just

look at the imagery of what we’re being bombarded
with constantly. Sometimes it conflicts with the goals
that we want to achieve in education. What are the im-

ages of black men and women in hip-hop? Who’s a
positive role model? There are some, but not many

and that’s an issue for me. A lot of music, videos and
TV programming send less-than-responsible messages
to our children and our society as a whole. It’s an issue

for me both as an artist and educator. I want to teach
my students more than just math, science, social stud-
ies, reading and writing. I want to teach them about
life. I feel like it’s one of our major jobs as educators.  

Q: Do your students get involved in your music?
A: Yes. One of my most well-known tracks, “Come
Home Dad,” has current Albany High students on it. An-

other track, “Believe It,” also features an Albany High
student. Every one of my classes has helped write or

perform an original song on stage. We’ve collaborated
with other schools, and all of the students have been

really receptive to it.

Shawn Hamlin ’85 still remembers the classroom and the way it
shaped his life. 

The room was at Abrookin Vocational-Technical Center, a part of
Albany High School’s academic program. The class was drafting
and design, taught by a licensed architect. 

“It was a unique opportunity for a high school student,” he re-
called. “The classroom had all of the accoutrements, computers and
drafting tables that you would find in many professional architec-
tural firms. It was really an inspiration and helped fuel my interest
in architecture as a career.”

That career has included notable projects right here at home. 
Shawn designed Philip Schuyler Achievement Academy on Clin-

ton Avenue, one of the City School District of Albany’s newest ele-
mentary schools. He played an important role in the creation of the
district’s current facilities plan, and served as the district’s senior
architect from 2001-05. 

He was the managing architect for the acclaimed renovation of
William S. Hackett Middle School. 

During his career he also has participated in planning for the pro-
posed Albany Convention Center as well as designing award-win-
ning parking structures for the State University Administration
building and Albany International Airport.

Now the managing principal of his own firm, Hamlin Design
Group, Shawn is leading the planning of Syracuse’s $180 million
school renovation project.

Looking back on his education in Albany’s public schools, Shawn
sees the myriad opportunities it afforded him, and the same oppor-
tunities for families today.

“Families living in the city have the ability to choose from differ-
ent types of educational models,” he said. “From the Montessori
program to something more traditional, there are options. 

“Working with the district has widened my eyes to the fact that
these opportunities are not available in many other communities.” 

Word of wisdom: As an architect, Shawn sees his hometown
from a unique perspective. “Albany has a wonderful breadth of di-
verse buildings. From Philip Schuyler Achievement Academy, a
building that was originally built in 1897 for railroad workers as the
city was expanding at the turn of the century, to something more
modern and fun like Sheridan Preparatory Academy or Stephen and
Harriet Myers Middle School, to something more reserved like
Eagle Point, it reflects an urban environment where buildings ei-
ther lead to, or support the identity of the communities that they are
in. I know buildings aren’t everything, but they really add to the
quality of life and the quality of education.”
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Jeremy Dudley (aka Origin) is in his ninth year at Giffen Memorial Elementary
School, where he started his teaching career. He’s also a three-time winner of the Best

Hip-Hop Artist award in the annual Metroland reader’s poll. He currently is working on
his sophomore album, “Front Lines.” Emphasizing a positive message, his thought-provoking music stresses
open-mindedness, self-awareness and independence. Check out his classroom page at NYlearns.org/jdudley.
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