
Albany Police Officer Willie Hughes understands kids. That’s why
he’s so good at his job as a school resource officer. Walk into one
of 15 schools in the city on his beat – including William S.
Hackett Middle School – and he might be doing anything from
talking to kindergartners about crosswalk safety to calming an
agitated teen. A native of the South Bronx, Officer Hughes joined
the Albany Police Department in 1989 and has worked in Albany

schools since 1993.
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WNYT/TV-13 meteorologist Jason Gough in the newsroom surrounded by
the many tools he uses to determine the forecast.
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Q: What’s a school resource officer?
A: Police officers in general wear a lot of hats –
social worker, caregiver, defender and enforcer – a
lot of different things. As a school resource officer,

we’re just more focused on a particular location:
the schools. We’re trained to go into

classrooms or assemblies to discuss a number
of different topics with children and adults.
Occasionally they’ll be hot topics, but
usually we try to help bridge the gap
between different segments, mediating as

best as possible without having to enforce.

Q: What’s the most important lesson you’ve
learned from students?

A: “Don’t give up on me.” When you sit there and hear
them, you’re able to empathize. I know that empty, hollow

thing they’re trying to fill with something. This void should
have been filled with nurturing and love and some
parameters. Kids need that. When I see them, I have to see my
own two kids. I’m a single dad, and I think, “What words of
encouragement would I give them if they were in this
situation?” That’s what helps to motivate me.

Q: As a kid, what did you want to be when you grew up?
A: I wanted to be a professional baseball player and drive around

on a motorcycle. I also wanted a pet eagle. The kids ask me about
that and they laugh when I tell them, but I had a dream. Having

those dreams and getting involved with after-school stuff really,
really saved me.

Q: What drew you to Albany?
A: A vacation. I like to put it that way. By the time I graduated from

DeWitt Clinton High School I had a couple of scholarships. I was president
of 33 high schools in the Bronx. I was captain of the fencing team. I had

awards from the mayor and the governor and people on the City Council. I
also graduated with a couple of ulcers. When I came here I went to SUNY

Albany. It was kind of like a getaway for me.

Q: Any words of advice for parents?
A: Set the parameters to keep your kids safe. It’s OK to say no.

You’re a parent first, not a friend. There’s nothing wrong with being
friendly with your kid, but they need to know you are the ultimate authority figure
in their life.

Jason Gough thinks we’ll have a snowy winter.
He might have made the same prediction 20-plus years ago when

he was a student at Albany High School, since “snow” and “Albany”
are synonymous to those who live here. Today, though, Jason bases
his calculations on hard science and his years in the business – first
as a meteorologist in Texas and now at Albany’s NBC affiliate,
WNYT/TV-13.

Figuring out stuff is what Jason does.
Looking back on his years in Albany’s public schools, Jason

credits his parents and teachers with urging him to think for himself
and find the answers himself.

“My mother instilled in me this idea that I had to look everything
up,” he said. “I’d ask her how to spell a word and even though nine
times out of 10 she knew how to spell it she made me get the
dictionary and look it up myself.”

Education in Albany’s public schools gave Jason the academic
foundation he needed to succeed. But one of his most important
lessons came from outside the classroom, when he became friends
with kids from different backgrounds.

“I learned there was a lot more out there than what I was used to,”
he said. “My family didn’t have a money tree growing in our back
yard, but I had everything I needed.”

Besides taking college courses at Albany High, Jason was captain
of the track team. He recalls riding the team bus from meets and
swapping music with his friends.

“They listened to Rush and I listened to Run-DMC and the Fat
Boys. I loved it,” he said. “It didn’t matter that we looked different.
We were pals, we were on the same team and we had the same goals.
We wanted to be successful at something.”

Jason took those lessons with him first to Auburn University,
where he studied chemistry, and then, after taking a break from
school following his father’s death in 1992, to the University of
Maryland, where he studied meteorology.

He landed a job at a Texas TV station shortly after his 2001
college graduation. Three years later, he traded mild winters to
come back home to the Northeast’s snowy climes.

And he’s told us when the snow will start and stop ever since.

Words of wisdom: “The better prepared you are when you get out
of school, the more choices you have. Generally speaking, the more
choices you have, the happier you’ll be.”
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