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A note from Principal Stead … 

Delaware Community School Newsletter 

MAY 
12 Dual Language Committee 

meeting, 5:30-6 p.m. 

 PTA meeting, 6-6:30 p.m. 

18 School budget vote and 
school board elections 

31 Memorial Day, no school 

(See page 2 for information about 
state tests, including dates) 

Spring has sprung, and with the 

return of warmer weather our school 

also celebrated the return of 

Assistant Principal Amelia Gallagher! 

As many of you know, Ms. 

Gallagher’s position was impacted by 

budget cuts last fall, and we spent 

the first several months of the school 

year without her. Due to the district’s 

recent restoration of some of those 

positions, Ms. Gallagher returned to 

Delaware Community School early in 

March. Students, staff and families 

are all so happy to have her back! 

Also, with the return of warmer 

weather, we have been approved to 

allow our in-person students to use 

the playground equipment during 

recess. This was something that 

before now had not been permitted 

due to COVID, however we were 

recently given the green light to allow 

students to use the equipment – with 

regular sanitization in place. The 

children have been so excited to be 

able to resume playing on the 

playground equipment! 

At the beginning of March, our 

distance and in-person students all 

took the NWEA tests in math and 

English. This was the first time since 

before the pandemic started that 

students have taken these tests, 

which measure growth over time. 

Our teachers use the results of these 

assessments to plan lessons around 

the needs of their students. We are 

so proud of how hard all of our DCS 

students – both in-person and 

distance – worked while taking these 

tests. Keep up the great work, DCS! 

If you are wondering what grade-

level expectations look like for your 

child, please keep an eye out for the 

monthly newsletter that is being sent 

home by teachers each month – both 

in-person and virtual. These 

newsletters outline upcoming units of 

study as well as the grade-level 

standards that are being taught in 

that unit. One of our goals is to 

ensure that our families have an 

understanding of what the academic 

expectations are at each grade level, 

and this is one way we share that 

information with you. If you have any 

questions at all about grade-level 

expectations, please reach out to 

your child’s teacher. 

As a reminder, Spring Recess is from 

April 5-9. All virtual and in-person 

students resume instruction on 

Monday, April 12. I hope everyone 

enjoys the vacation week! 

SAVE THE DATES! 

April 2021 

Spring is finally here, and fifth-graders 
took advantage of mild temperatures on 
March 25 to have some playground fun.  

We are thrilled to have Ms. Gallagher 
back! She is complimenting a 
kindergartener on her handwriting here. 
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The New York State Education 

Department has provided guidance on  

state exams for elementary school 

students.  

Please note that while the state is 

offering these exams, none of them 

will carry the accountability that they 

do in a typical year. However, the City 

School District of Albany believes 

these exams can provide us with 

important information to help us see 

where are students are at 

academically. This will allow us to 

better plan for the additional supports 

students may require for the rest of 

this school year, during the summer 

and in the 2021-22 school year.  

Students must attend school in-

person on the day of each exam to 

take the exam. Delaware Community 

School will welcome distance learners 

who would like to sit for the exams in-

person.  

Parents and guardians of distance 

learners must notify school by April 

14 if their child will take exams in 

person. 

Our school will continue to follow all 

COVID-19 protocols on the days of the 

exams, including social distancing, 

wearing masks and frequent 

handwashing. 

As you may have heard, the federal 

government will not grant a waiver for 

state testing this year. This means that 

schools across the state will 

administer the exams in April, May 

and June. However, the state has 

waived using these exams for 

accountability purposes.  

In response to the unusual 

circumstances all schools have 

experienced in the past year, the 

Education Department has reduced 

the number of questions on the 

English and math exams and reduced 

each exam to one session of multiple-

choice questions. The exams will be 

untimed and students will be able to 

take a break if needed. The state 

requiring only a written science exam 

for students in grade 4. 

The exams will be given on the 

following dates: 

English language arts (grades 3-5) 

Wednesday, April 21 

Math (grades 3-5)               

Wednesday, May 5 

Science (grade 4)                        

Tuesday, June 8  

New York State English as a Second 

Language Aptitude Test (NYSESLAT) 

Speaking - April 19-June 9; listening, 

reading, writing - May 17-June 9 

Any students not taking the exams—

whether in-person or distance—will 

have a day of prerecorded learning at 

home. 

One School, One Book 
All Delaware students recently received their very 

own copy of the book Say Something! by Peter 

Reynolds as part of our One School, One Book read. 

We are so excited to have every student in our school 

read this empowering book, which encourages 

students to express their voice in ways that make a 

difference in the world. All classes will be discussing 

topics that students feel are important, and students 

will explore ways in which they can lift their voices to 

Say Something to the world! Students in the Dual 

Language program will also be reading the book in 

Spanish, Di Algo! – and they have received copies in 

Spanish and English. 

Look for a virtual celebration of projects showcasing 

DCS student voices, to be scheduled in May.  

On March 19, students in the Dual Language first grade learned 
about the conditions that form rainbows before diving into a 
hands-on STEAM project. Using pipe cleaners, Froot Loops and 
Play-Doh, students constructed their own rainbows, and then 
documented the process and materials used to create the colorful 
models. 


