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A message from Principal Chaires-Francis 

SAVE THE DATES! 

Happy Spring! It is hard to believe that we are approaching 

the last quarter of the school year! Spring marks the 

beginning of our testing season. This year, all in-person 

students in grades 3-5 will be participating in the state 

English and math exams and all in-person fourth-graders will 

take the science exam (see the dates below). This year, the 

tests will not carry the accountability requirements that they 

do in a typical year. However, we believe they can provide us 

with important information to help us see where our 

students are at academically. Please be sure your child(ren) 

get a good night’s rest the evening before the assessments.  

In recent months, we had some changes to our faculty and 

staff. Ms. Hayes, a virtual grade 1 teacher, left us to assume 

another instructional role in the district. Ms. Hayes has been 

a member of the Schuyler community for many years. We 

are so appreciative of what she has done for our students 

and families and while we are sad to see her go, we know 

she will thrive in her new role. 

Ms. Moore has joined our team 

as our grade 1 teacher. Ms. 

Moore is adjusting nicely to her 

new role and we are excited to 

have her on our instructional 

team.  

We recognize that distance 

learning has been challenging 

for some of our students. In an effort to maximize the 

learning for our scholars, we are offering our distance 

learners the opportunity to work with an interventionist 

onsite during the week to receive additional support. If your 

child(ren) would benefit from this support, your child’s 

teacher will be reaching out to you directly to coordinate it. 

As always, thank you for all that you do to support your 

child’s success in school.  Enjoy your spring recess! 

4/5-9 Spring Recess, no school 

4/12 Back to school 

4/21 New York State English language arts 
exam, grades  3-5 

4/22 Schuyler Serves: Community Service 
Day 

5/5 New York State math exam, grades 3-5 

5/27 Health and Wellness Fair 

6/8 New York State science exam, grade 4 

CONTACT US 

(518) 475-6700 

Kendra Chaires-Francis, Principal  
kchaires-francis@albany.k12.ny.us 
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Hello Schuyler Family, 

2020 has been unprecedented and this year is 

different, nonetheless, we are making progress 

with our Community School strategy! 

In years past we definitely focused a lot on 

enrichment and this year is not different. We have developed 

both in-school and virtual enrichment opportunities which 

include yoga and healthy eating, and we are in the process of 

integrating coding and financial literacy! 

We have also made sure that our students and families have 

had access to fresh fruit and vegetables each week. Every 

week on Monday from 1-4:30 p.m., we have offered over 300 

pounds of fresh fruit and vegetables to our families free of 

charge. We have provided 100 weekend backpacks filled with 

food to our students as well in an effort to make sure they 

have food to eat on the weekend. Lastly and most recently, we 

began to create our robust in-school food pantry which will be 

available to our families beginning in 2021.  This pantry will 

have an assortment of food (meat, poultry, etc.), dairy, 

hygiene products, and baby items. We realize that during this 

pandemic, our families needed more than food. They needed 

holistic support, and that’s what we are striving to provide. 

Always remember that a community school isn’t just a nice 

name given to a school within a specific community location, 

but rather a school with a strategy to improve the lives of its 

students, families, and community. 

“A community school is both a place and a set of 

partnerships between the school and other 

community resources. Its integrated focus on 

academics, health and social services, youth and 

community development and community engagement 

leads to improved student learning, stronger families 

and healthier communities.”  

— Coalition for Community Schools 

If you would like to learn more info or if there are ways we can 

help you, please call me at (518)-475-6707 or email me at 

mpoindexter@albany.k12.ny.us. 

I look forward to working with you as together, we strive to 

build our community. 

Community schools update from Mr. Poindexter 
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Health office news from Nurse Jill Thornton 
Spring has sprung, which means students are going outdoors 

for recess. That keeps the health office hopping with scraped 

hands and knees as well as insect bites, allergies and asthma. 

If your child is allergic to bee stings, please make sure to alert 

the school nurse and provide an epi-pen for emergency use.  

If your child has asthma, make sure they take medicine at 

home as ordered by your doctor and provide an inhaler for 

use in school. Allergy symptoms such as cough and runny 

nose can be differentiated from COVID by itching of the eyes, 

ears and throat as well as past history of seasonal allergies. 

Speak to your doctor about over-the-counter medicines to 

help control allergy symptoms. 

Spring safety includes students wearing well-fitting, 

supportive shoes with socks vs. sandals and flip flops. Also, 

wearing a helmet while bike riding can save lives and/or 

prevent permanent brain injury. 

In closing, please remember that COVID is still a real threat so 

in addition to wearing a mask, social distancing and washing 

your hands, please consider GETTING VACCINATED. You will 

be helping to keep you and your family safe, not to mention 

the rest of the world! (When was the last time you were able 

to do something that would affect the entire planet?! 

Let’s stay healthy this spring so we can enjoy being outside 

after a very long winter! 

Our school food pantry is one way Schuyler works to improve the 
lives our students, families and community — our mission as a 
community school. 



Classroom updates 
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Mrs. Murphy and Ms. Coleman’s kindergarten 

Mr. Sloan’s 1st grade 
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We are continuing to make progress with our ELA skills. We have improved our sight word recognition as well as our reading 

fluency. We are now working with the long vowel sounds. We have been working with writing in response to literature and 

trying to become more independent when we are writing. Our handwriting skills are also continuing to improve as we work 

with our daily writing. 

In math we have been working on subtraction using a variety of strategies such as counting on and using a number line, and 

drawing pictures to cross out the numbers. We have also been working on counting by twos, fives and tens. 

You can find some fun activities on my Google classroom site, which the kids can get to,  what we are doing in class. 

Our days a busy and productive yet we have time to enjoy some fun activities and are continuing to be diligent about our 

mask wearing and social distancing. As always, please do your best to have the students in school every day so as to keep 

current in daily lessons. 

Ms. Sumpter & Ms. VanNorden’s 2nd grades 
During this quarter, second grade has 

been learning about how to use 

standard forms of measurement like 

rulers and yardsticks. We learned that 

mathematicians attend to precision by 

starting at zero when using a standard 

form of measurement (ruler). 

In science, we have been exploring the 

properties of liquids (Sumpter), 

magnets, gravity, and friction, the night 

sky (constellations) and different types 

of storms (thunderstorms, tornadoes, 

blizzards, hurricanes). 

In English language arts, we have been 

focusing on writing “topic sentences” 

using the words from a question, 

finding details, and determining the 

main topic of a paragraph or text. 

In social studies, we have been learning 

about Black history and women’s 

history. 

We also had a wonderful STEM Night on 

March 25! A shout-out to all of the 

second grade friends who attended! 

In math we are developing addition and subtraction strategies to solve problems. Some 

approaches we’ve learned are: using drawings, using manipulatives, using our fingers and 

counting on or back. We are working on becoming fluent with adding and subtracting within 5. 

In reading, we have begun to decode longer, more complex texts.  Students are using multiple 

strategies for figuring out unknown words and looking more closely at comprehension.  

We are also working on writing to respond to a text and using details from the text/picture to 

support our answers.  

We are so proud of how hard your children have worked so far this year.  It has been so 

rewarding to see them grow and learn.  We look forward to see what the rest of the year will 

bring.  Happy Spring! 
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Ms. Andrews & Ms. Sanders’ class 
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Mrs. Lofrumento’s 3rd grade 
Third graders have been very busy this quarter. In English 

language arts, we are reading both fiction and non-fiction 

texts. 

We are building our knowledge about many topics like 

pioneers, the Transcontinental Railroad and talents. We are 

continuing to write about our reading by providing evidence 

from the text. In math, we have started learning about 

fractions. We are drawing models to represent different 

fractions and using them to compare. In science, we are 

learning about magnets and forces. We are having lots of fun 

experimenting with magnets. We are using them to make 

paper clips "fly" and building ramps to demonstrate the force 

of gravity. 

As the weather is getting nicer, we are able to go out for 

recess. Our favorite games to play outside are soccer, steal 

the bacon, racing and duck, duck, goose.   

Ms. Cino and Ms. Villeneuve’s 4th grade 
Fourth graders have been very 

busy! They had an awesome 

time dissecting, analyzing, 

recording and graphing data 

about their owl pellets. They 

certainly fit the title of forensic 

scientists as they solved the 

mystery of what the owls had 

eaten! They have also been busy 

working collaboratively in math 

on 3 Act Tasks. In English 

language arts, they have done 

buddy reading with rich 

discourse. Students are very 

excited and are looking forward 

to beginning our coding course 

this week and had an awesome 

time at our Virtual Stem Night on 

March 25! 

We continue to work hard, follow expectations and have fun! We have learned about and studied energy and electricity, and 

will be moving on to other exciting science topics. In math, the class has begun working with fractions, understanding that 

they are equal parts of a whole. We continue to read many different kinds of texts in English language arts; we enjoy reading 

these texts, discussing them and writing about our thinking. Over the last couple of months, we have also enjoyed learning 

about healthy eating and moving our bodies with yoga. We are going to begin learning how to “code” with Albany Can Code, 

using computers to become good digital citizens and learning how to begin using computer software. We are all looking 

forward to the warmer weather and getting outside more. Happy Spring! 
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English as a New Language - Mrs. Abate & Mr. Haertel 
Spring has sprung and so have the language skills of our English 
Language Learners! They continue to amaze us with their 
enthusiasm for their new language, making new friends, and 
learning about American culture and history. 

Below are some additional notes on what each grade level has 
been working on during the third quarter of the school year. We 
hope that everyone is well, and thank you for supporting your 
children as they learn during this challenging year  

Kindergarteners continue to practice their letter sounds, and are 
now regularly blending letters to read simple words. We have 
been learning about how things grow, the seasons, and life cycles.  

First-graders continue to work on letter sounds, phonics, 
vocabulary instruction and spelling. We are working to increase 
vocabulary so that our first graders have a better voice in the 
classroom and in real world situations. We are also working on questioning words and how to form questions. We want our 
English language learners to be active participants in the classroom and community and want them to be able to ask 
questions when they do not understand, or are inquisitive about something.    

Second-graders are working on phonics and reading skills, working hard to learn sight words, as well as grade-level 
vocabulary. It’s nice to see them becoming more responsible and independent. 

Third-graders are working on linking verbs, subject-verb agreement, ending punctuation, proofreading and continuing their 
phonics instruction. We are currently discussing the concept of choice. The “essential question” that students are being asked 
is: How do people make good choices? Students continue to work on their writing by completing daily writing pieces where 
they are asked to answer questions that require them to access and pull information from text.  

Fourth-graders continue to receive phonics and reading instruction daily during their small group time.  We have also 
started to use the social studies content area to teach English language arts skills. We did a two-week unit on Martin Luther 
King and Nelson Mandela, where we looked at racial injustice and inequality, segregation in Africa and the United States, and 
the civil rights movement. Students worked on their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills during this past unit.   

Fifth-graders are working hard on phonics skills, reading fluency, and grade-level vocabulary. Learning common prefixes, 
suffixes, and root words are helping them attack words they don’t know. February was full of school-wide projects around the 
book “The Undefeated” by Kwami Alexander.  We read, learned and created projects to celebrate Black history.  

 

From the library 
In kindergarten-grade 2 we have been learning about 

literature genres. We have also been learning about 

animal habitats. 

Grades 3-5 have been learning about activists in both the 

past and present. We have also been learning about 

different resources and databases we can use when doing 

research.  

Looking for something to read, but can't get to the 

Library? Check out Sora! 

www.soraapp.com/library/capitalregionny 

Log in using your school district username and password. 
On March 11, fifth-graders in Susan Paultre’s class made music on their 
computers, part of their computer programming lessons with Albany 
Can Code Inc. Lessons continue for third and fourth graders this spring! 
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Ms. Woodson’s class 
February and March were two of the most inspiring and 

thought-provoking months this year. 

We celebrated Black History Month like never before. 

Through our virtual Google classroom, we collaborated by 

sharing research on Black figures from the past and present. 

Through the years, these men and women have made 

important contributions to our African-American culture. 

Here are just a few prominent figures we studied. 

The celebration of Black History Month began as “Negro 

History Week,” which was created in 1926 by Carter G. 

Woodson, a noted African American historian, scholar, 

educator and publisher. 

While Rosa Parks is credited with helping to spark the civil 

rights movement when she refused to give up her public bus 

seat to a white man in Montgomery, Alabama in 1955, 

inspiring the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the lesser-known 

Claudette Colvin was arrested nine months prior for not 

giving up her bus seat to white passengers. 

Thurgood Marshall was the first African-American ever 

appointed to the U.S. Supreme Court. George Washington 

Carver developed 300 derivative products from peanuts 

among them cheese, milk, coffee, flour, ink, dyes, plastics, 

wood stains, soap, linoleum, medicinal oils and cosmetics. 

Shirley Chisholm was the first African American woman 

elected to the House of Representatives. Madam C.J. Walker 

was born on a cotton plantation in Louisiana and became 

wealthy after inventing a line of African-American hair care 

products. 

On April 5, 1947, Jackie Robinson became the first African 

American to play Major League Baseball when he joined the 

Brooklyn Dodgers. 

Before Oprah Winfrey and Michael Jordan joined the 

billionaire’s club, Robert Johnson became the first African-

American billionaire when he sold the cable station he 

founded, Black Entertainment Television (BET) in 2001. 

In 2008, Barack Obama became the first Black president of 

the United States. In 2021, Kamala Harris became the first 

woman of African or Asian descent to become vice 

president.  

From Coach Danzy: 

I would like to suggest sports programs during the spring months 

to help keep your child active. 

If your child has an interest in baseball, there are three Little 

League baseball and softball organizations to choose from: 

 American Little League is located on Krank Street. 

 National Little League is located on Partridge St. 

 Westland Hills Baseball & Softball is located at Westland Hills 

Park. 

Also CityLax will be starting a spring lacrosse program in May. The 

CityLax program will be located at Lincoln Park.  Please see the 

information on the right and contact the organization directly if 

you think your child would like to join.   

Coach’s corner  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1IYkpPj77oz0WtFHKSJnpW_1rjjzXQrhs/view
https://nllalbany.sportssignup.com/site/
http://www.westlandhills.com/Site/More/Welcome

