
A SLICE OF TOAST  
A note from former Assistant Principal Katie Stalker … 

Newsletter for Thomas O’Brien Academy of Science and Technology: A Community School 

MAY 

17  No school 

18 School budget vote 
and Board of Ed 
elections, no school 
for students 

24 Sports Day (wear your 
favorite sports team 
shirt or swag) 

25 Superhero Day (dress 
as your favorite 
superhero) 

26 Pajama Day (wear 
your PJs) 

27-31 Memorial Day Recess, 
no school 

SAVE THE DATES! 

May 2021 

Dear TOAST Families, 

It is hard to believe that we are getting close to the end of 

another school year!  

I continue to be impressed by our students’ resilience as 

they have attended school during an unprecedented 

pandemic. They bring their bright smiles and their 

enthusiasm for learning to their classes, remote and in- 

person, each day. 

My last day as TOAST’s assistant principal was April 28. 

My experience as your assistant principal has been 

extremely rewarding and I have learned so much from 

working with our staff, students, and families. I am truly 

grateful for the support I received from our school 

community. 

It has been an honor to serve you and your family. It has 

also been a privilege to work alongside the dedicated 

faculty an d staff who strive each day to create the best 

learning environment for every TOAST student.   

I will be keeping in touch with my TOAST family and wish 

you all a wonderful spring! 

A former TOASTer donates saplings to his old school 
Talk about paying it 

forward. A former student 

of TOAST technology 

teacher Deb Whipple 

coordinated donation of 

dozens of white spruce 

saplings to the school for 

Arbor Day, and fourth-

graders planted the saplings 

around the school pavilion 

on April 30. 

Whipple’s student, James Robertson, graduated from Albany High School in 2017 

and will graduate from the University at Albany this May with an information 

technology (IT) degree. He contacted Whipple to tell her how his time in the TOAST 

computer lab influenced his decision to study IT. 

Robertson works at Lowe’s in Clifton Park and arranged for the donated saplings as a 

tribute to his elementary school. TOAST students planted eight of saplings, and 

Whipple had enough to provide one to each student who wanted to plant one at 

home. Thank you to James Robertson and Lowe’s! 

Please see page 3 for important information about 
construction starting on May 10 affecting traffic, 
drop off and pick up, and parking around school. 
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 Meet third-grade teacher Betsy Tanenhaus  

Get to know our TOAST staff better! Each month an employee will answer eight questions in this staff profile feature. 

See the responses below from third-grade teacher Betsy Tanenhaus, who has taught at TOAST since 1991.   

1. What is your favorite food? Probably peanut butter 

2. What is your favorite season? Summer 

3. What is your favorite quote? "You have brains in your head. You have feet in your shoes. You can 

steer yourself any direction you choose." 

4. What were your favorite subjects in school? Reading and social studies 

5. Who have been the biggest influences in your life? My parents and my sister 

6. What are you most proud of? I'm proud of the work I've done while I've been at TOAST.  

7. What teacher had the greatest impact on you and why? An English teacher I had in high school. He 

had a great reading voice and he taught me a lot about writing. 

8. What do you like most about working at TOAST? I love my students and getting to know them every 

year.  

Check out our virtual family engagement series 
This school year, we have hosted a monthly virtual family engagement series via Google Meet. Presentations on the 

following topics have occurred: Social emotional learning (SEL), literacy, technology and test preparation. No worries 

if you missed one – you can access recordings of the sessions at the link below. The link will be updated as we add 

more content. 

https://tinyurl.com/TOASTfamily   

Home school coordinator Aaron Harrell, pictured at left, returned to TOAST on April 12. And on April 27,  Glenn Westfall Jr. joined 
Team TOAST as our new assistant principal, replacing Katie Stalker. 

We’re glad they’re here! 

https://www.albanyschools.org/schools/toast/index
https://tinyurl.com/TOASTfamily
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Every year we recognize and celebrate Earth Day and 

Arbor Day. These days give us the opportunity to 

appreciate the planet and discuss what role we can play in 

giving back to our precious planet. 

Earth Day began in 1970 and is celebrated on April 22 

each year. The first Earth Day was organized by Senator 

Gaylord Nelson, who was concerned about the 

deteriorating environment. The first Earth Day led to the 

creation of the United States Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA). In 1990, Earth Day was celebrated globally 

and is currently celebrated in 190 countries. 

Arbor Day started in 1872 and is celebrated on the last 

Friday in April. The day was created by Julius Morton from 

Nebraska, who recognized the major role trees play in our 

lives and their environmental benefits. Arbor Day is a day 

to plant trees and recognize their contributions to clean 

air and water, habitat for wildlife and healthier 

neighborhoods.  

What can TOAST students do to help earth? 
TOAST families can give back to earth by doing small tasks. 

These tasks include reducing the amount of water we use, 

decreasing the amount of electricity we use, increasing 

our recycling efforts, picking up litter in our neighborhood, 

using mass transit and walking instead of driving.  

We should treat our planet like every day is Earth Day and 

Arbor Day.  Visit the following websites for more info and 

activities: 

 https://tinkerlab.com/fifty-earth-day-activities/ 

 https://www.earthday.org/ 

 https://www.childfun.com/holidays/spring/arbor-day/ 

 

Starting May 10, a city construction 

project in Lincoln Park will affect 

traffic, student drop-off and pickup, 

and parking at TOAST. 

A new traffic pattern will be in place 

throughout the Beaver Creek Clean 

Water Project, which is scheduled for 

completion in December 2022. The 

new pattern will close the road to one-

way through traffic and create a new 

two-way traffic loop entering and 

exiting from Delaware Avenue. This 

will affect student drop-off and pickup 

locations and routines.  

Please note below how the 

construction might affect your family.  

Buses 

No changes for drop-off and pickup. 

All bus riders will continue to use the 

front loop. The buses will circle around 

out of the bus loop and return to 

Delaware Ave.  

Pre-K and K drop-off/pickup 

Parent and guardian drop-off and 

pickup for our pre-K and K students 

will continue in the front. We are 

designating a drop-off/pickup area 

immediately in front of school to assist 

with traffic flow, and we will assign 

staff to this area. The city is lining the 

road to assist traffic and pedestrians. 

Grades 1-6 drop-off/pickup 

Parents and guardians of students in 

grades 1-6 will use the new drop-off 

and pickup location on the Sunshine 

access road behind school, near the 

Lincoln Park tennis courts. 

The Sunshine access road will become 

a one-way street leading from 

Delaware to MLK Drive. We will 

designate a drop-off/pickup lane off 

Delaware using traffic safety cones, 

and also will assign staff to assist with 

traffic flow and student safety in the 

morning and afternoon.  

Students in grades 1-6 will access the 

back entrance of our building using 

the path from the Sunshine access 

road to TOAST. The city will repave the 

path and trim some of the lower-

hanging branches in that area. 

Students in grades 1-6 who walk to 

and from school can enter the building 

through the front entrance or the back 

entrance based on the direction of 

their walking route. At dismissal, 

students will be picked up at the back 

entrance.  

Students arriving late and being 

picked up early (before 1:30 p.m.) 

Parents and guardians dropping off 

students who are late and picking up 

students before 1:30 p.m. will use the 

front entrance.  

The safety of our students, faculty and 

staff has been our top priority in 

planning for these changes that are a 

result of the city’s construction 

project. In addition to the changing 

traffic patterns directly affecting our 

school, please also be aware that 

these changes could cause increased 

traffic congestion on Delaware Avenue 

during our busy times in the morning 

and afternoon. 

IMPORTANT CHANGES TO TRAFFIC AROUND SCHOOL 

https://www.albanyschools.org/schools/toast/index
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Ms. Newell, principal 
Mr. Westfall, assistant principal 

Mr. Harrell, home school coordinator 
Mrs. Campbell-Beazer, office manager 

Mr. Hoffman, psychologist 
Mrs. France, social worker 

Mrs. Jordan-Tello, nurse 
Ms. Townsend, community school coordinator 

WHO’S WHO 
at TOAST 

 Building opens:  8 a.m. 
In-classroom breakfast starts: 8 a.m. 
Classes for all students begin: 8 a.m. 

Bus students dismissed:  1:30 p.m. 
Walkers dismissed:  1:45 p.m. 

 Need to reach us? Call us at (518) 475-6875. 
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Parent Guide to Multi-Tiered System of Supports (MTSS) 
 

TOAST is committed to providing high-quality instruction 

and support to help all students reach their potential. One 

way we do this is through Multi-tiered Systems of Support, 

or MTSS.  

Through MTSS, TOAST provides early intervention services 

to help prevent academic, social-emotional, and/or 

behavioral difficulties. MTSS analyzes information from 

multiple sources to organize instruction and intervention 

to help all students in a three-tiered manner.  

Tier 1 – All students receive high-quality instruction in 

academics.  

Tier 2 – In addition to Tier 1, students needing more 

support also receive small-group intervention and 

supports. The difference is increased engagement time, 

smaller groups of students or narrowed focus of 

instruction.  

Tier 3 – In addition to Tier 1 and 2, students receiving Tier 

3 intervention receive the most intensive supports based 

on individual need. The difference is individual team-based 

problem-solving, increased engagement time, smaller 

groups of students and highly defined focus of instruction. 

 

 

 

What can I expect from MTSS?  

 Information on my child’s progress in meeting grade-

level standards;  

 Notice of academic or behavior concerns;  

 Instruction and intervention that is matched to my 

child’s needs;  

 Feedback on how my child is responding; and  

 Involvement in problem solving for my child.  

What is my role as a parent?  

Parents should participate in problem-solving discussions 

with their child’s teacher about the child’s specific 

strengths and area(s) of need. If your child is benefiting 

from Tier 2 or 3 level of supports, ask school staff which 

academic, social-emotional or behavioral areas are being 

addressed and how your child’s progress is being 

monitored. Most importantly, ask what they can do to be 

a part of the solution. Parents should also ask when and 

how their child’s teacher will update them on the results 

of the intervention. When possible, parents should make 

suggestions about strategies and interventions based on 

what they know works at home. Finally, parents should 

praise their children for improvement in areas of concern 

and continue to communicate with school staff to ensure 

progress is maintained. 

Joy Moo  

Each month, teachers Alicia Arasim and Pete 

Porcelli choose students who exhibit positive 

attitude and are role models during phys ed 

class. May’s students are fifth-grader Joy Moo  

and second-grader Zephaniah Murdoch. 

Congratulations to them! 

Zephaniah Murdoch  

Phys Ed  
 Students of the Month 
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